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thinking; and in the intervals of his time amuseth himself
with an illiterate chaplain, an humble companion, or a
favourite servant.

These are some few distinguishing marks in the character
of that person, who now presideth over the discontented
party, although he be not answerable for all their mistakes \
and if his precepts had been more strictly followed, perhaps
their power would not have been so easily shaken. I have
been assured, and heard him profess, that he was against
engaging in that foolish prosecution of Dr. Sacheverell, as
what he foresaw was likely to end in their ruin; that he
blamed the rough demeanour of some persons to the Queen,
as a great failure in prudence; and that, when it appeared
Her Majesty was firmly resolved upon a treaty of peace, he
advised his friends not to oppose it in its progress, but find
fault with it after it was made; which would be a copy of
the like usage themselves had met with, after the treaty of
Ryswick;l and the safest, as well as the most probable, way
of disgracing the promoters and advisers. I have been the
larger in representing to the reader some idea of this extra-
ordinary genius, because, whatever attempt hath hitherto
been made, with any appearance of conduct, or probability
of success, to restore the dominion of that party,2 was in-
fallibly contrived by him; and I prophesy the same for the
future, as long as his age and infirmities will leave him
capable of business.

The Duke of Marlborough's character3 hath been so
variously drawn, and is indeed of so mixed a nature in itself,
that it is hard to pronounce on either side, without the sus-
picion of flattery or detraction. I shall say nothing of his
military accomplishments, which the opposite reports, of his
friends and enemies among the soldiers, have rendered4
problematical: but if he be among those who delight in war,
it is agreed to be not for the reasons common with other
generals. Those maligners who deny him personal valour,

1  See note in vol. v., p. 67, of present edition,    [T. S.]

2  P. Fitzgerald says "faction."    [W. S. J.]

3  For further remarks on Marlborough, see Swift's ** Conduct of the
Allies," " The Learned Comment on Dr. Hare's Sermon," and " The
Examiner."   [T: S.]

4  P. Fitzgerald adds " altogether."   [W. S. J,]